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90. Eiffellithus nudus Shamrock in Shamrock & Watkins (2009) 
 

 

 

 
Fig. 16, D-F 

 
1968 Eiffellithus turriseiffelii, (Deflandre) Gartner, pl. 17, Figure 3 
 
Etymology: (L.) nudus - naked, bare 
Types: Holotype: Figure 16-D. Paratypes: Figure 16-E, 16-F 
Type section: DSDP Leg 10 Site 95 Core 6–1 
Type Level: 124–125 cm, Santonian 



 

 
XIV/90 

Diagnosis: Small to medium, normally to narrowly elliptical eiffellithid, with a stem base 
consisting of four triangular to rectangular shaped cross-bars forming an axial cross 
aligned within 20° of the longitudinal axes of the coccolith. 

Description: Species of eiffellithid with a normally to narrowly elliptical rim, consisting of 
30–50 steeply inclined elements, giving a smooth to serrate outline. The central-area 
consists of 8–15 radially oriented, roughly triangular back plates, which converge in the 
center. The outer rim displays first order birefringence, though inner plates tend to be 
much brighter. The disjunct axial cross is composed of lath-like elements which taper 
towards the rim with pointed to blunt terminations. Extinction lines run 45° to the axes 
and divide the cross into four cross-bars. Cross-bars appear optically uniform under 
cross-polarized light. In the cross center is a small, circular, knob-like stem that sits 
above the plane of the coccolith. 

Measurements: 
Length = 5.5–7.0 μm (μ = 6.5, s.d. = 0.4, n = 50) 
Width = 4.3–5.5 μm (μ = 4.9, s.d. = 0.3, n = 50) 
Eccentricity = 1.21–1.44 (μ = 1.32, s.d. = 0.06, n = 50) 
Occurrence: Coniacian - lower Campanian 
Remarks: Eiffellithus nudus can be differentiated from most species of Eiffellithus by the 

orientation of the larger cross-bars, whose midline lies within 20° of the longitudinal 
axis. Eiffellithus nudus can be distinguished from other axial species of Eiffellithus, such 
as E. eximius and E. angustus, by its small size and lack of distal bifurcations. 
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